For the most part, we are examples of purity. Our bodies appear clean and healthy, and we speak often about God, His Word, and our love for it: all good things. But purity means that everything in our hearts matches everything that is seen in the outward life: perfectly.
Thank God for another year to put Jesus Christ in the center of all we do, the 'missing' puzzle piece that is never really missing. What a blessing to remind ourselves continually to keep Him where He belongs: in the middle of our mismatched puzzle pieces. What a privilege to love students by embracing them in their mismatched pieces, while teaching them Christ crucified.
At Highland Christian School, this is how the puzzle fits together perfectly! He is between people of learning and people of wisdom. He is between our heart and our outward life. He is between our tears and our joy. He is between our belief and our unbelief. As we seek to encourage students to be examples to the believers in words, conduct, love, faith, and purity we will make sure that the 'missing' piece is not missing at Highland Christian School. Pray for us as we seek to be examples to the unique and beautiful children that God has charged us to teach! Deborah Benson
2011-2012 Theme
This year the Scripture theme that will be woven throughout the fabric of Highland Christian School comes from the books of I and II Timothy. We will be studying various aspects of Paul's ministry to Timothy under the theme, "Let no one despise you for your youth, but set the believers an example in speech, in conduct, in love, in faith, in purity." The focus for the year is Putting the Pieces Together: Youth Working Out Faith. Each month will include a focus on a passage found in 1st or 2nd Timothy and the song of the month will be chosen to correspond with the Bible theme.
If you would like to follow along during the year, please find our schedule under 'Getting Prepared', at www.highlandchristian.org . Paper copies will also be available in the school office.
Calling All 6th Grade Parents!
There will be an informational meeting for parents of 6th grade students in the gym at 7:00 p.m. on Thursday, August 18th. This meeting will give you important information to help you come alongside your 6th grader as they enter a major educational transition into Junior High. This meeting is designed for parents, although students may attend if desired.
Welcome Back!
We are so excited for the start of the new school year. The entire staff is busy making plans, cleaning, and preparing for the first day of school.
The first day of school for grades K-8 is Tuesday, August 23 and we will dismiss at 12:15 p.m. on that day. P.T.O. will begin our first day of school with a prayer service in the gym from 8:30-8:45 a.m. to ask God for His blessing on our 2011-2012 school year. After the prayer service, we will begin our convocation service. All parents, grandparents, and friends are invited!
New Family Open House
Welcome to Highland Christian! We are excited that your family has become part of ours. To make your transition into Highland Christian smoother, we invite you to our New Family Open House on Monday, August 22 from 6:30-7:30pm. Please park in the large east lot and enter the doors marked "To God Be the Glory." At 6:30, we will gather in the gymnasium for a brief orientation. You will then be dismissed to your child's classroom to meet their teacher and other new student families. Light refreshments will be provided by our PTO.
Ice Cream Social
Meet Your Teacher Night! Thursday, Sept. 1 6:30-8:00 p.m.
All parents and students are invited to come enjoy a delicious ice cream sundae and have the opportunity to meet your teacher! Attention 6th, 7th, and 8th grade parents -please stop in your child's homeroom for information regarding the school year. It is especially important for 8th grade parents to stop in the homerooms as there will be information about the 8th grade events for this year.
Grandparents' Day 2011
Grandparents' Day will be celebrated on Friday, October 21, 2011. Make sure to mark your calendars for this day to visit all of your special HCS students in their classrooms and to enjoy the program put on by the K-5 students. Our theme this year will be "Kids Under Construction." We look forward to seeing each of you there!
School Board Statement on School Vouchers
Highland Christian School is accredited by Christian Schools International. The voucher bill requires that each nonpublic school participating in school choice vouchers be accredited by the State of Indiana. After careful consideration, the Highland Christian School Board voted to continue as an independently accredited non-public school and not to seek State of Indiana accreditation. We believe this decision will preserve the historic commitment of Highland Christian School to Christ-centered education.
New in Technology
HCS technology has undergone many progressive changes throughout the year, including the on-going implementation of academic data on-line through Edline. This fall, you will see many pieces of important information going on-line, including Primary and Elementary periodic grade reports and report cards! Fear not, paper will still be available to those who need it! In addition, expanded technology training for students will be given in K-5 using the curriculum 'Techno Kids' . An advanced level of technology has also been added to Junior High academic programming as an elective.
After much work by the Technology Committee (a subcommittee of the School Board), we have a much needed new server implementation, new technology lab computers, additional classroom computers, updated library software, and a host of other 'details' that come with technology implementation. We are thankful for the components that the PTO provided to this large project! We could not have put it all together without their help.
If you haven't done so this summer, please check out www.highlandchristian.org! One of our very own HCS dad's, Joe Porter, has overhauled the organization, flow and visual impact of our website. As a professional web designer, Joe has improved the HCS web presence and ease of information accessibility immensely! As a public site, www.highlandchristian.org will allow you easy access to all non-sensitive information at HCS. The private information (academic info, directories, etc.) is available to parents and students through a link on the public site, to EDLINE using a login and password. We are always available to assist you if you need help 'connecting'! HCS will now be managing the distribution of important communications with aweber.com, an on-line newsletter service. Families and supporters will be able to subscribe and unsubscribe to any or all of the following: Parent Note, PTO News, HCS Auction News, HCS Foundation News, etc... a resale marketplace News. If you are not yet 'connected', but would like to be, go to highlandchristian.org/newsletter-signup.
Sonshine Enrichment Center has a new director, new teachers, some new students, and is gearing up for new learning experiences. A 5-day class, with full and half day options is underway! A whole new classroom is being equipped. The new director, Ms. Donna Terpstra, will also be lead teacher for the five day SEC component. Mrs. Karen van Belle will join Ms. Donna in the five day class each morning. SEC will start the year discussing what it means to be curious, using Curious George and his misadventures as learning tools. The teachers and aides are ready to "hang around ", ready to "swing" into a new school year, and anxious to "monkey around" with SEC's students.
What remains the same at SEC is the secure Christian atmosphere and hands-on learning activities; students grow spiritually, cognitively, physically, socially, emotionally, and creatively; dedicated Christ-followers serve as teachers and aides; positive reinforcement promotes both learning and self-esteem in each student; and the SEC staff recognizes each back to school child as God's special and unique creation, valuable to God and His creation.
Mark your calendars for August 25, 6:30 p.m. for the SEC Parent Informational Meeting & Student Get-Acquainted Evening. Students and teachers will get acquainted with their teachers, classroom, and classmates. While the students get acquainted, parents will meet in the gym and receive valuable information for the 2011-12 school year. New and returning families are urged to attend. If possible, please make childcare arrangements for siblings. Watch for an invitation and more information in the US mail.
The first day of classes for the 5-day class and 2-day class will "swing in" on September 6. The 3-day classes will "swing in" on September 7. Sonshine will be a jungle full of swingin' monkeys and we can't wait! Keep SEC in your prayers as the new school year approaches, we look forward to partnering with parents for the 2011-12 school year.
Sonshine Enrichment Center

Epic Sale 2011
August 2011 schoolbell 5 back to school Kindergarten Blessings! Highland Christian School has enjoyed an enormous interest in kindergarten this year! In anticipation, the board considered several options to address the needs. After careful consideration, the decision was made to cap each kindergarten class at 24 students to allow for optimal learning experiences for each of the students. The current 5-full day kindergarten is closed, while the 3-full day kindergarten class has a few spots remaining. With several families in the application process we expect this class to be full as well. HCS has begun a waiting list in case spots open up.
Achieve Program Questionnaire
Elim Christian Services has been hard at work with a task force of area Christian school principals, board members and special educators to discuss ways to meet the needs of children of believing parents whose academic needs are not being met by the local Christian school, or through the services of Elim. These students often 'fall in the gap' . The program that is being worked on is called Achieve. In order to assess the level of local interest (Illiana area) for such a program, we will distribute a letter and questionnaire in early September. If you have a child that you believe would be serviced by such a program, or know of another family that would be serviced, you may request a questionnaire at any time.
Entertainment Coupon
The Entertainment Coupon Book is the perfect fundraising program especially during these economically difficult times! The Entertainment Book is filled with hundreds of 50% off and 2-for-1 discounts for your area on the things you do everyday like dining, groceries, shopping, services, travel, attractions, and much more! With each book purchase, you also have online access to hundreds of additional local printable coupons and incredible online shopping discounts not found in the book! They make a wonderful gift, and you can support our school for only $25.00! Books will be coming home on Friday, August 26, 2011!
World's Finest Chocolate
The HCS Candy Sale will begin on Friday, August 26 but this year there's a twist!! Students will also have the opportunity to sell Entertainment Books! You may choose one or both items to earn spectacular prizes while helping us raise funds for specific events and programs this year, including Grandparents' Day. This epic sale will function the same as the Candy Sale did last year. All students will be permitted to participate with parental consent.
Thanks for being part of our success! Please watch for additional details online. As well, materials will be sent home with your child during the first week of school.
Save your magazine orders for our January fundraiser! Tuition and Fees
2011-2012
Tuition:
• $5,460.00 per full time student
• $4,370.00 per five full-day kindergarten student
• $3,280.00 per three full-day kindergarten student
• $2,730.00 per five half-day kindergarten student
Bus Fee:
• $385.00 per child for students using a.m. and p.m. bus service
• $192.50 per child for part-time kindergartners or those desiring to use the bus one way Capital Improvement Fee:
• $300.00 per family with one or more full-time students and are from a supporting church
• $150.00 per family with a part-time kindergarten student only and are from a supporting church
• $310.00 per family with one or more full-time students and are from a non-supporting church
• $155.00 per family with a parttime kindergarten student only and are from a non-supporting church Milk Fee:
• $16.00 per student Sonshine Enrichment Center:
• $40.00 Registration Fee 
2011-2012 Tuition Policy Summary
The School Board has established a tuition policy to bring fiscal accountability to the school's budget. Below is a summary of the tuition policy. To review the full text, please see the Parent-Student Handbook. A. Tuition payments are based on a ten(10) month payment schedule beginning in August. Tuition payments are due by the 15th of each month. B. Families that fall behind on tuition obligations will be asked to meet with Administrative staff. C. Children may be withheld from attendance when unwilling to meet with Administrative Staff. D. The first invoice will include one month's tuition, one month bus fee, builder user's fee, and milk money. (bus and milk where applicable) E. Accounts must be paid by May 31, unless alternative arrangements have been made. F. 'D' and 'E' must be satisfied before the children are permitted to attend. G. HCS reserves the right to withhold 8th grade graduation participation and transcript on outstanding accounts. H. Charges on a mid-year withdrawal will be calculated on a per day basis. The Builder User's Fee is not refundable.
Lunch Program Update
For the 2011-2012 school year, PTO will not be offering hot lunch on Wednesdays. However, work is on-going to provide a five-day lunch program, (not necessarily hot). Great care is being taken to ensure that meals would be healthy; cost would be low; participation is completely to parents discretion; environmental impact is low; waste is minimal; and the need for community volunteers is reasonable. While this program will not be available at the start of the school year, it is a goal to begin sometime in the 2011-2012 school year.
Dress Standards
For a full list of dress standards, please consult the website or the ParentStudent Handbook. Changes to the dress code are recorded below:
• Leggings of any kind, including 'skinny jeans' are permitted if worn with a top or dress that is finger tip length.
• Sweatpants are for athletic events, but not for attendance in the classroom. A matching suit is still permitted.
back to school
August 2011 schoolbell 7
Drop-Off and Pick-Up Instructions
HCS is committed to safe and excellent supervision from 8:15 a.m. to 3:15 p.m. Before and After those times, we are thankful for the opportunity to provide the service of Before and After Care (BAC). BAC is billed at $5.50 per hour in 1/4 hour increments. Please note the dropoff and pick-up instructions below. For more information on EARLY drop-off and LATE pick-up, please see the guidelines under BAC below.
Drop-off:
• Please enter the campus at the east drive (Delaware Street).
• Drop you children at the sidewalk on the south east corner of our gymnasium.
• Exit the campus using the south drive to Lincoln Avenue.
• We encourage everyone wishing to go west on Ridge Road to proceed to the traffic light at 5th Avenue.
Alternate Drop-off:
When the lot at Highland II CRC is not occupied, we have permission to utilize it as an alternate drop-off.
• Please enter the lot at the southern most drive or from 5th Avenue and proceed to the sidewalk along the eastern edge of the lot.
• Discharge passengers at the sidewalk and proceed to exit via the north drive onto 5th Avenue.
Pick-up:
• Find a parking spot in the east parking lot. When your young child exits the building please meet them and walk them through the lot to your car.
• We encourage everyone to exit the campus using the south drive to Lincoln Avenue.
• If you will go west on Ridge Road, proceed to the traffic light at 5th Avenue. East bound Ridge Road traffic should exit to Carolina Street.
Alternate Pick-up:
When the lot at Highland II CRC is not occupied, we have permission to utilize it as an alternate pick-up point.
• Collect passengers at the sidewalk area and proceed to exit via the north drive onto 5th Avenue.
Before and After Care
Before and After Care is available to Pre-K through 8th grade students from 6:30 a.m. -8:30 a.m. and from 3:30 p.m. -6:00 p.m. Note: There is no care provided during the middle of the day for half day students. For those anticipating using the Before and After Care at some time during the year, please pick up and fill out a BAC registration form from the office.
For those that find themselves in need of Spot Service, please feel free to 'drop-in' on any day, but please notify the office at some point during that day. Students dropped off prior to 8:15 a.m. and picked up later than 3:25 p.m. will be sent to BAC and billed in 1/4 hour increments. Charges in BAC are $5.50 per hour, and these charges will be billed on the monthly statement.
Thanks to those of you who helped make BAC an enjoyable and positive experience for students by providing monies to purchase wish list items! Husky Hustle! A newly formed committee will host a Husky Hustle (a fun-run for children and a 5K race for competitors) during the 2011-2012 school year. This committee is seeking a parent(s) that loves to run and organize to be a part of this exciting project. Parents interested in being a part of planning this exciting event, please call Jerry Huizenga (219-923-0739) or Mary Mitchell (219-322-4487) as soon as possible. 
Tim Abbring
Tim is a graduate of Calvin College and Western Michigan University and works as the administrator at Providence Life Services. Tim is a longtime supporter of Highland and Illiana Christian Schools. Tim is a veteran board member, elder and worship leader, currently a member at New Life in Highland.
Jill Johnson
Jill has been a long term supporter and volunteer at Highland and Illiana Christian Schools serving in a wide range of ways including as a coach and bus driver! As a member of Community United Reformed Church, Jill has served as a GEMS counselor for many years.
John Stammis
John holds advanced degrees in computer science and works at GE Healthcare as a remote service engineer on hospital imaging systems. John is a longtime supporter of Highland and Illiana Christian Schools. John is an active volunteer in his church, serving Crossroads Community Church through small group leadership and technical support teaming.
Jo Zandstra
Jo is a graduate of Calvin College with a degree in social work and currently works as a Compliance Officer for Providence Life Services. Jo has a son who will finish at Highland Christian at the end of this school year. Jo is an active member of Highland First CRC and has served on several committees and has taken leadership roles as a catechism teacher and in the junior high youth programs. With the beginning of a new school year the HCS Parent-Teacher Organization Board is looking forward to a productive year of working hard and serving together. In reflecting on our progress in recent years, you may know that the PTO works in a variety of capacities around our school. Ultimately, the PTO's goals fall hand in hand with the mission of HCS, "to honor God, as we nurture and guide students... with the goal of providing the highest quality Christ-centered education." PTO works to support our teachers, parents and students through a variety of activities and fundraising programs. PTO raises almost $15,000 annually to fill needs in and around school that fall outside the traditional HCS budget. While our traditional PTO fundraisers have helped us fill in funding gaps; we are also excited about new possibilities that don't place additional burden on families for their time, financial support or energy. We are constantly working to improve and tweak our programs to make them better and more effective.
2011-2012 School Board
The tradition of Apple Slices, has been renamed and will now be called 9x13 Dutch Apple Pie. In an intense four days of pie-making fun, this program traditionally raises nearly $5,000 for HCS! We are moving up production to the first week in October. This is a volunteer intense activity where many hands are needed to make this a success. Watch for volunteer signups in upcoming PTO News.
We also coordinate other smaller fundraisers that take place throughout the year including: Audrey's Cake Rolls (November) and Strudel/Dutch Banket sales (April) and sub sandwiches (May). We sell candy and treats at HCS concerts and programs and we coordinate fundraiser nights at restaurants and shopping rewards at Strack & Van Til and Carson Pirie Scott Days.
You turned in so many Ultra receipts we purchased an adding machine to keep the totals added. We hope this program will begin again this fall.
By far our most exciting fundraisers are coming from a surprising place: your trash! Last year we introduced the Terra Cycle and Abbitti Recycling Programs. While you keep trash out of the landfill, you put cash into HCS. Last year alone we collected thousands of ziptop bags, candy wrappers, juice pouches, snack bags, glue bottles, pens and paper. It was mind blowing to see the totals increase every month. This summer Abbitti gave us a second recycling bin for our newspapers because we repeatedly filled the single bin to overflowing. We have become one of the top school recyclers in Indiana. Keep it coming in! What happens with the money PTO raises from fundraisers? PTO focuses much of its gift "granting" from the HCS "Wish List." Last year, we helped by funding the purchase of much-needed emergency radios and we helped offset the cost of new Accelerated Reading software. We also helped with some smaller needs by equipping classrooms with new pencil sharpeners, new American and Christian flags and providing each teacher with a school supply store gift card to help with classroom needs.
PTO stocks the kitchen with needed supplies; we host Family Fun Night and Dilly Bar Day for the students and serve freeze pops on Field Day. PTO shows support for our teachers and staff through two appreciation breakfasts for staff at Christmas and on Teacher Appreciation Day. We help fund selected classroom activities such as Christmas parties and help room parents with funds to provide each teacher with a small gift on their birthday.
Only with the help of you as parents, grandparents and friends of HCS would our activities be successful. This year, so your volunteer support can continue to be meaningful and effective, we will change the way we ask for your help. To fill needs for fundraisers, classroom helpers, Christmas parties and special activities we will communicate with you by HCS's new online newsletters and surveys. HCS's new website design will help us quickly survey you and give you the information you need to quickly make decisions about how you can help. Stay online with us and watch for our upcoming news and reports on our success.
We, as a PTO are excited to work together alongside of you as we continue serve in the many opportunities available throughout the year. , and Zack Pruim. This group of impressive young men has been together since 6th grade through their great finish at the 8th Grade Tournament. Back in fifth grade we coaches were scratching our heads with a 1-9 season. In sixth grade we played several overtime games, and all the games were nail biters. In seventh grade the team had a 5-5 record with a third place tournament finish. The 8th grade season was going to be tough and the team knew it. The Huskies were the 'team to beat' .
As coaches, we focused the year on playing against ourselves. The challenge to work hard and go beyond average paid off. Defense was also a major focus for the 8th graders. The first game was an indicator for the rest of the season. Our first game was against Crown Point Christian and we knew it would be a tough encounter. The win against CPCS was followed by 9 more wins in the regular season, achieving the undefeated regular season we hoped for.
The tournament was surely one to remember. The Huskies were the number 1 seed and received a bye in the first round. Even when we hit a rough spot in the tournament, the spark came back as a mixture of tenacious defense and free throws. After the spark, we played the best basketball in all of the 3 years. We pressed the entire half and drew many fouls. There was a great deal of excitement and exciting play when the game winning point was thrown and the Huskies and their fans went crazy. It was incredibly exciting to watch and we now had the momentum going into the championship. The championship game was against a familiar opponent: CPCS. The Huskies played a great game and played their style of basketball through the entire game with a comfortable lead. The Huskies won the championship 36 to 27! The undefeated season was accomplished and couldn't have happened in a better way.
It has been an absolute blessing for us as coaches to work with these students and to see their hard work pay off. We have grown by leaps and bounds both in basketball skills and in our faith together. We have spent time as a team in prayer many times and have truly grown as a team; coaches and players. We have become a close team over the past few years and this relationship has been strengthened through the opportunities provided by the Lord. This team consists of a remarkable group of young men that are truly Christian examples through their attitude on the court and their character off the court.
As coaches, we also thank the parents for their support and advice over the years. Thanks for believing in us. Thanks to Trevor Schaap for doing the stats for the Huskies and being a good friend to the team. Thanks to each member of the team for always trying, working hard, believing in us as coaches, and giving us some of the best times of our lives. We are extremely proud of this team and how much they have accomplished. It was a joyous celebration when the season ended after winning the tournament, but we were sad knowing that it was over. We have been blessed beyond our expectations and are thankful for the opportunity to coach a team that has become some of our best friends. 
Mandatory Athletics Medical Paperwork
If your child is interested in playing on any sports team this school year, the following paperwork must be completed before they will be allowed to tryout/play. 
Only God Incidents
The most important thing we do at etc... a resale marketplace, is to start each day with devotions and prayer with our group of staff and volunteers. We rejoice over praise items, cover the needs of Highland Christian School, and also share the joys and concerns of what we call our "etc family," our staff and volunteers. We ask God to make us His hands and feet, as we reflect Him to the customers we meet each day. We seek to represent Christ in our words, as well as our actions. We pray specifically for our customers, that they will feel the Holy Spirit's presence as they enter our store.
One morning as we were praying, we didn't realize that the door was unlocked, so customers had been entering the store, unbeknownst to us. As we opened our eyes, there stood a woman staring at us, and waiting for us to finish. She immediately walked up to the prayer leader, shared that she had some physical needs, and asked to be prayed over. What a privilege it was to come alongside her and share the love of Christ with her through prayer! Another day during our prayer time, we were specifically praying for needed volunteers, preferably male, because we had a lot of furniture to move, and one of our managers had recently injured her back. Not 10 minutes later, a young man walked in and said his parents sent him in to volunteer for the next two months until he needed to report for duty in the Armed Forces. We smiled and said, "Thank you, Lord!" Things always seem to show up at just the exact moment needed. A woman came into the store and asked the manager if we had an exercise bike. She had recently had surgery and needed it for therapy. The manager told her we didn't have one available right now, but since the Lord is always listening, one will come in soon. We took her name and number, and not one hour later an exercise bike came in the back door. We called her back and she immediately returned that afternoon to purchase it. She was thrilled, and we were once again reminded how God graciously shows up to meet our needs. What a testimony to how great our God is!
